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The Youth Volunteer Corps

Mission

To create and increase volunteer opportunities to enrich America’s youth, address community needs and develop a lifetime commitment to service.

Four Fundamental Goals

1. To engage teams of youth in volunteer service projects that are challenging, rewarding and educational;

2. To serve the needs of the community;

3. To promote among youth a greater understanding and appreciation for diversity in their community; and

4. To inspire youth to a lifetime ethic of service.
Program Description

The Youth Volunteer Corps of America (YVC), established in 1987, is a national nonprofit network of programs that offer young people, ages 11-18, the opportunity to improve their community through volunteering.

YVC’s Kansas City affiliate, YVCKC, recruits Youth Volunteers from different ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds who live all over the Greater Kansas City metro area to work in teams to complete worthwhile service-learning and community service projects. The projects, submitted by local nonprofit agencies and selected by our Youth Advisory Board, are designed to be fun and educational. YVC supplies trained, CPR/First Aid certified adult Team Leaders to supervise the Youth Volunteers on all projects.

We offer programming in school, after school, on Saturdays and during the summer. YVCKC’s diverse groups of Youth Volunteers come from 75 middle and high schools, homeschooled groups, detention centers and other youth facilities. In the 2010-2011 program year, 946 Youth Volunteers completed 405 projects with 77 different community-serving agencies for a total of 16,614 hours.
YVC Youth Volunteers have the opportunity to:

· perform community service that is challenging, rewarding, and educational;

· learn about their community and the diversity of its residents;

· develop important job-related skills; and

· develop their leadership potential.

The community at large and nonprofit agencies in particular get:

· youth who are excited about community service and volunteerism;

· completed projects that serve community needs; and

· volunteers during periods when volunteer numbers are traditionally low.
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